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A Letter from Rabbi Bigman
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Rabbi Bigman's D'var Torah from our annual congregational meeting on June 12:

At the beginning of this week's Torah portion, B'ha'alot'kha, the third Torah portion in the Book of
Numbers, God "spoke to Moses, saying:  'Make you two silver trumpets, hammered work you shall make
them; and they shall serve you for calling the community and for the journeying of the camps.'"
[Numbers 10:1-2, Alter translation]

The Rabbis note that the Hebrew says "רֹ֣ת צֽוֹצְ י֙ חֲ  תֵּ  שְׁ ךָ֗   שֵׂ֣ה לְ  make yourself two silver trumpets."  Why -- עֲ
is the reflexive ָ֗ך  ?l'cha (yourself) included here?  What does it mean to make yourself a trumpet לְ

Rabbi Dr. Bradley Shavit Artson, Dean of the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies at the American Jewish
University, one of the Conservative Movement's seminaries, notes that

Today as we do the business of this congregation, let us be mindful that this is holy business.  We sit in
God's sanctuary, making decisions for the future of God's people, Congregation Shaarey Zedek's
members.  To that end, let us remember that we are God's trumpets, serving God's people, each of
whom is made b'tzelem Elohim -- in God's image.

As we say together:  Amen.

A beautiful trumpet, even in the midst of producing music, doesn't draw attention to itself.  It is the music it
produces, not the horn, which people focus on.  So too, say the sages, by making ourselves trumpets we focus
attention on the God in whose service we delight.  Our music is the sacred deeds we perform...

They illustrate that point with a charming midrash about King Solomon:  as he was bringing the Ark into the
newly-built Temple, he sang to the gates of Jerusalem:  '[S'u sh'arim rasheikhem] O gates, lift up your heads...
[v'yavo melekh ha-kavod] so the king of glory may come in!'  The doors, thinking that Solomon was referring to
himself, were appalled by his arrogance.  At once they 'threatened to sink down on him and crush his head.'
They asked, '[Mi hu zeh melekh ha-kavod?] Who is the king of glory?' and, fortunately for him, Solomon
answered, 'Adonai Tz'va'ot hu melekh ha-kavod! The Lord of hosts is the King of glory.'  The midrash tells us that
thereupon they paid God honor and lifted themselves up, and the ark entered.

Solomon was as wise, as rich, and as powerful a Jew as has ever lived.  Yet he knew that the credit for his
wisdom did not lie with himself. He was but a trumpet in the hands of a master musician... [Rabbi Bradley
Shavit Artson, "Make Yourself a Trumpet, Toot Your Own Horn," Parashat Be'halot'cha, 16 Sivan 5764 / 21 Sivan
5769, www.aju.edu]



WE WANT YOU!
HIGH HOLY DAYS PARTICIPATION REQUEST

At the suggestion of the Ritual Committee, the Shaarey Zedek Board has passed a resolution changing
how participation in High Holy Days worship will occur.  Members-in-good-standing are welcome to
volunteer for one of the roles listed below.  If more people request to participate than there are spots
available, the Ritual Committee will make the final decision.  All participation will be confirmed in
writing.  Our past presidents will continue to be honored during the Kol Nidrei service; as in previous
years, Rabbi Bigman will continue to personally invite the past presidents to join her on the bimah for
Kol Nidrei.

Rabbi Bigman will assign Torah and Haftarah readers.  If you would like to learn to read or chant Torah
or Haftarah this year, please contact her at rabbibigman@shaareyzedek.com.

Please contact Ritual Committee Chairperson David Ely at david.m.ely@me.com or 712-8444 if you
would like to participate in this year's High Holy Days. The following roles are open to members-in-
good-standing this year:

Erev Rosh HaShanah, Sunday, September 25:  sit on bimah (up to 4 people), light candles, English
reading prior to the Kiddush, open the Ark for the singing of Avinu Malkeinu, open the Ark for the
chanting of Aleinu

Rosh HaShanah, Monday, September 26: sit on bimah (up to 4 people), hakafah (carry the Torah scroll
around the sanctuary before the reading), aliyot (5 people or couples), hagbahah (lifting the Torah
scroll), g'lilah (dressing the Torah scroll)

Rosh HaShanah, Tuesday, September 27: sit on bimah (up to 4 people), hakafah (two people to carry
the Torah scrolls around the sanctuary before and after the reading), aliyot (5 people or couples),
hagbahah (two people to lift the two Torah scrolls), g'lilah (two people to dress the two Torah scrolls)

Kol Nidrei, Tuesday, October 4: our current and past presidents will participate in worship this evening

Yom Kippur, Wednesday, October 5:
Morning Worship: sit on bimah (up to 4 people), hakafah (carry the Torah scroll around the sanctuary
before the reading), aliyot (5 people or couples), hagbahah (lifting the Torah scroll), g'lilah (dressing the
Torah scroll)

Afternoon (Minkhah) Worship: sit on bimah (up to 4 people), aliyot (3 people or couples), hagbahah
(lifting the Torah scroll), g'lilah (dressing the Torah scroll)

Concluding (Ne'ilah) Worship: sit on bimah (up to 4 people), open the Ark at the conclusion of worship
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SZRSSZRSSZRS   end of year celebration and picnicend of year celebration and picnicend of year celebration and picnic

Thank You Menahelet Margot,
all of our amazing teachers,

Rabbi Bigman, Patty, all of the
parents and students. See you

in September

June 5, 2022
page 3 





$
$

$
$
$

$

Total
Amount Paid

Please choose one of the following payment options: 
I will pay in full (check, ACH or Credit Card)
I will pay in two payments (check, ACH or credit card)
I will pay in ten monthly payments from September through June (check, ACH or credit card)

If paying by check, please make check
payable to Congregation Shaarey Zedek.  

Check Number: 

If paying by Credit Card, please complete your credit card
information:

Number:                                                         Exp:

Visa                     Mastercard

To register for the 2022-23 / 5783 school year, please complete this official registration form (Form A) and
return it to the Congregation Shaarey Zedek Office by Sunday, August 28 to avoid a $50 late fee. 
Registration is not guaranteed until you have also completed the Family Information Registration Form B, here:
https://bit.ly/SZRSRegistration22to23 or by pointing your camera at the QR code to the left. If you need a paper
copy of Form B, please contact Menahelet (Director) Margot Valles at menahelet.margot@shaareyzedek.com.

I will pay 100% of the cost
per student:

Pre-K  through 2nd Grade 
(Sundays Only)

$700
($70 per month)

I will pay 80% of the cost per
student:

$800
($80 per month)
$100 donation

$1000
($100 per month)

$300 donation

3rd through 7th Grade
(Sundays and Wednesdays)

$1300
($130 per month)

$390 donation

$910 
($91 per month)

$1040
($104 per month)

$130 donation

8th through 12th Grade
(Sundays Only; includes a

pizza lunch)

$750
($75 per month)
$225 donation

$525
($52.50 per month)

Confirmation Class (10th grade only) $170The following programs have a flat fee:

Madrichim-in-Training Program (8th and new 9th graders only) $155

Kadima (0-4 year olds and at least 1 parent) $100

Program and Tuition 
Options

$600
($60 per month)

$70 donation

I will pay 70% of the
cost per student:

REGISTRATION FORM A
 2022-23 / 5783 SCHOOL YEAR

First payment is due at time of registration. 
You must be a member in good standing of Congregation Shaarey Zedek to register your child/ren.

The religious school is subsidized by Shaarey Zedek member dues, the Shaarey Zedek Sisterhood, congregational funds and
endowments, and SZRS fundraisers. This year, we are hoping that tuition will cover 70% of actual costs.  If you are able, please consider
paying any amount closer to the "true cost." Any remittance over 70% is greatly appreciated and will be considered a tax-deductible
donation. Todah rabah! Thank you very much!

Synagogue Administrator Patty Warshaw [executive@shaareyzedek.com or 351-3570 ext. 1], 
or, Synagogue President Todd Cook [toddcook@hotmail.com or 281 - 4042] before the registration deadline. 

Student's Name Grade and / or Program Tuition

$
$
$

Subtotal
Late Fee $50 (if after August 28)

Donation

Amount Due

$

Please note: A 3.5% surcharge will be added with use of a
credit card. There is no charge if you sign up for payment
through Fifth Third Bank's Automated Clearing House (ACH).

If paying by ACH, please attach a
voided check by August 28 and your
checking account will be charged.

SZRSSZRSSZRS   

https://bit.ly/SZRSRegistration22to23


Sisterhood News

August  27, 28
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Sunday Brunch with
Sisterhood




Sunday July 10, 10:00 a.m.
@Grand Traverse Pie Company, East
Lansing 

Sunday July 31, 10:00 a.m.
@Stateside Deli, Okemos

Coffee on Karen!  Hope to see you.







Thank you to everyone for your support of our
Sisterhood Donor Event. It was a wonderful
afternoon; good friends, music and just an overall
lovely afternoon. Your contributions will help us
continue to support the religious school and Shaarey
Zedek. 




Karen Weinstein
Sisterhood President

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpf-upqj0uEtYWfQKHLaNkJoUkDf5Uk3H9






 



July 9

10:30-11:30 a.m.
Tot Shabbat and Picnic at Patriarche Park 




Come learn Shabbat.  We will have a fun projects, PJ Library Story, and a picnic lunch.  Please RSVP
to wrenyk@aol.com to make sure there are enough supplies.  I will provide kosher hotdogs and

buns, with plates and napkins.  Please bring a Parve/non dairy item to share.  We will meet on the
west side of the park, look for the blue tablecloths.

  
  Join us for outdoor Shabbat services on July 1

at 6:00 p.m. on the east patio followed by a
BBQ dinner. We will supply kosher hot dogs,

veggie burgers and all the fixings. 



If you would like to help set up, clean up or
participate in any way, please call Patty in the

office. Your help is needed to make this
happen and thank you in advance for your

support.  
Donations will be greatly appreciated and we

also ask that you please bring a non-dairy
dish to pass. 



Please let Patty know if you will be joining us 

by Tuesday, June 28. 

July 1, 6 p.m.

Sponsored in part by the Ravitz Foundation and 
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RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND



In honor of Sam and Joe Chizick
becoming B’nei Mitzvah 
            Sara and Jayson Chizick 

In honor of Tammy Taylor’s naming
               Shelia Marquardt

GENERAL FUNDS



A generous donation was made to
support our Shabbat picnics by
Jerry and Sue Weiss

CANTOR PAMELA SCHIFFER CARING
COMMUNITY FUND




In memory of Ethel Brody
             Jerry and Sue Weiss




Gifts, Honors and Memorials

Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund
Maureen Gladstone Flower and Social
Engagement Fund
Ruth E. Rome Endowed Music Fund
Florence Rudman Education Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Shapiro Endowed Religious School
Fund
CSZ Endowment Fund
L’ Dor Vador Fund

Congregation Shaarey Zedek is grateful for
your generous contributions to our
designated funds. These funds enable the
congregation to offer services and
programs that would not otherwise be
available. While donations of any amount
are most welcome, due to rising costs, a
minimum donation of $18 will be required
in order to receive a listing in the “Bulletin”
and acknowledgment to a recipient.
This policy applies to these funds :

· Jeanette Abeles Scholar-In-Residence
Fund 
· Bette Sue Rittman All Children Are Special
Fund
· Bernard Friedland Educational Fund
· Bubbe Lynn Rycus Beautification Fund
· Building Fund
· Henry Fine and Annette Fine Burke Library
Fund
· David and Carrol Kahn Cultural Fund
· Joseph & Jeanette Lutvak Fund
· Joseph and Mable Meites Education Fund
· Jerry Cohen Photography Fund
· Esther and Justin Morrison Fund
· Landscape Fund
· Planned Giving Fund
· Prayer Book Fund
· Robert Goodman Music Fund
· Sophie Radway Memorial PJ Library Fund
· Cantor Pamela Schiffer Caring Community
Fund
· Rabbi Morton and Aviva Hoffman
Tzedakah Fund
 
Also included are these funds. Please make
separate checks payable to these funds:

 

Honor your loved one with a leaf, acorn or rock on our Tree of Life in the
Shaarey Zedek lobby. What a wonderful gift to honor family and friends on
their birthdays/anniversaries, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Confirmation, graduations,
etc., any kind of Simcha. Proceeds go to support our General Fund.  Contact

Patty Warshaw in the Shaarey Zedek office.

SHAPIRO ENDOWMENT FUND



On behalf of Ezra and Max Simon 
           Beth and Michael Shapiro
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ESTHER AND JUSTIN MORRISON
FUND




Happy Birthday to: 
     Larry Shanker
     Ken Warshaw
In memory of Ruth and Irv
Nedelman  
            Esther Morrison 

A Leaf on the Tree of Life has
been added that reads: 
Laurie Sue Friedland Bass 
Happy 75th Birthday Mom! 

I Love you-XOXOXOX 
Love, Lisa Elyn Bass 

May 19, 2022—Iyar 5782 



A Leaf on the Tree of Life has
been added that reads: 

Gail Wolfe 
June 11, 2022 

All my best wishes to you. 
Norman Abeles 

 
 

An Acorn on the Tree of Life
has been added that reads: 

Gail Wolfe 
Happy 75th Birthday 

June 11, 2022 
We love you! 

From, 
Alan, your children 
And grandchildren 

 



BUILDING FUND



A generous donation was received
from Gretchen Smith



6. Ken and Mary Marton 
8. Doug and Karen Batchelder
18. B.J. and Jill Rycus, Dany and Ellen Rothfeld 
20. David and Suzanne Lowe 
30. Todd and Patricia Cohan 

               

1. Elizabeth Meadows                                            
5.  Gabriel Elia, Lisa Bass, Jacob Shapiro 
8. Stewart Flate, Kaleb Olson, Ken Rudman 
9. Billie Berman, Annie Kasen 
10. Mary Speiser 
13. Jane Finn 
14. Blake Casher, Bill Molner, Aaron Pollyea 
18. B.J. Rycus 
19. Anita Baron, Kevin Kaplan 
20. Terry Selman 
22. Arthur Cherkinsky 
25. Marilyn Ruben  
26. Alexander Adam, Benjamin Cook, Cindy Meyer 
29. Perry Parkhurst, Ken Warshaw 
30. Elliot Adam, Stuart Landay 
31. Larry Shanker 

B'NEI MITZVAH

Birthdays

Mazal Tov
SYNAGOGUE NEWS
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Anniversaries

Mazal Tov to John and
Marcia Eulenberg whose

grandson, Asher Williams,
became Bar Mitzvah on

June 11

Jacob Shapiro, son of Karen and Erik Shapiro, will be called to the Torah on Shabbat morning, July 23, at
10:00 a.m. Jacob is going into 8th grade at Chippewa Middle School. He plays cello in the school

orchestra and also plays soccer and baseball.
 

For Jacob's mitzvah project, he collected sports, magic and other fun collectible cards to donate to the
Sparrow Children's Cancer Center and Haven House in Lansing. Jacob has collected tens of thousands of

cards with the help of cards2kids.com, a website he and his dad created for this purpose.  
 

The Shapiro family invites the congregation to share in their simcha at services on Friday night and
Saturday morning live or via livestream, and for Kiddush luncheon following Shabbat morning services.



SYNAGOGUE NEWS

Anita Baron

Aviva Panush 

Alan Zohott 

Igor Guro 

Celia Guro 

Char Epstein 

Mary Siet 

Judy Walker 

Elaine Pearlman 

John Eulenberg 

Arlene Kessler  
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Prayers of Healing
are sent to: 

It is our custom to read the names of those in need of
healing at our Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat
services. If you would like the name of a loved one read at
services, please contact the synagogue office by noon on
Friday. 

Please note: In order to keep our list current, a new list will be
started each month. Names from the previous month will not be
retained. Thank you.



SAVE THE DATE: Tuesday, August 2—

Congregation Shaarey Zedek hosts the State
Primary Election 

L’HITRAOT to…. 
Jan and Jerry Bayer who are moving back to the

Detroit area. Their new address is 18535 Jamestown
Circle, Northville, Michigan, 48168 

DIRECTORY UPDATE 
Nancy Pollack 

2700 Burcham Drive , Apt 2006 , E Lansing 48823 

EXCITING NEWS: NEW YOUTH GROUP ADVISOR FOR 
MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUPS!

 
We are pleased to announce that we have hired an advisor for
our youth groups -- Greater Lansing Temple Youth (GLTY -- for
high school students) and GLTY Jr (for 6th-8th graders).   His
name is Aaron Dunn and he grew up in our congregation,
graduating from our temple's high school.  Aaron is a
graduate of MSU and is a Supply Chain Data Analytics
Engineer at Asahi Kasei in Fowlerville.
 
Aaron has some great ideas for fun events and programs for
our youth group students and is looking forward to meeting
everyone.  The youth groups are open to the appropriate-
aged Jewish children in our community, regardless of their
affiliation or non-affiliation, and regardless of whether they are
enrolled in religious school.
 
If you have any questions or would like more information,
please contact Aaron at aadunn14@gmail.com or 930-6009.  

Congregational Funds
Each month we will be highlighting two funds, and
remembering the reasons and values for which they
were established.

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
The discretionary fund helps those in need, provides
scholarships to camp and religious school, supports
synagogue special events, and supports
organizations in our community and elsewhere
which do the work of tikkun olam (repairing the
world).

Congregation Shaarey Zedek Endowment (CSZ)
Fund
Money is available on a request only basis for
capital improvements, support of the religious
school, and other activities of Congregation Shaarey
Zedek.

MEMORIAL BOARD PLAQUES
  

Memorialize your loved one and honor their name
with a plaque in the Shaarey Zedek sanctuary.  
Please contact Patty Warshaw in the Shaarey
Zedek office.  There will be a price increase
effective July 1, $550. Proceeds are used for the
General Fund. 



RACIAL JUSTICE MEETS CRIMINAL JUSTICE:
ANTI-RACIST WORKSHOPS FOR ISRAELI

POLICE UNITS
Wednesday, August 31, 7:00 p.m.

Please join us for a
special presentation by
Sophia Blumenthal* of

Dror Israel
(drorisrael.org). Dror

Israel seeks to create a
society of democracy,
equality, and peace

created through
education and

community, where all
share responsibility,

benefit from opportunity
and realize their own

potential in Israeli
society.

Shaarey Zedek’s Racial Justice Task Force Presents

Over the past decade, Dror Israel has been developing an educational pedagogy to integrate the
Ethiopian-Israeli community and the story of their Aliyah into the Israeli and Zionist ethos.  About five
years ago, Dror Israel developed a unique guided mobile exhibit and accompanying educational session
telling this amazing story, which has been run at schools, after-school programs, various educational

workshops, at Sigd holiday celebrations, and more. After the controversies and clashes of recent years
between the police and the Ethiopian-Israeli community, Dror Israel began developing a program

together with the Israel Police using the mobile exhibit as a base, with the goal of improving relations
between the community and law enforcement, helping police officers see community members in a

different light, and addressing prejudices and racism. 

Registration is required: https://bit.ly/3NL2Q8m


 

*Fun fact:  Sophia Blumenthal is a friend of our former school director, Aviva Panush!
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SimchaGrams are greetings sent to members of our Congregation honoring their special birthdays: 30, 40, 50,
60, 65, 70, 75, 80, 85, 90, etc. SimchaGrams also are sent for the following wedding anniversaries: 10, 20, 25,
30, 40, 50, 60, 65, etc. The cost to put your name on a SimchaGram is $1 per recipient. Proceeds benefit the

Youth Scholarship Fund as well as Women of Reform Judaism. 

SIMCHAGRAMS
 July ~ December 2022 



Yahrtzeits

page 15

CONDOLENCES



Condolences are sent to the
family of Ethel Brody who

died on June 9.

July 8
Renee Adler

Trevor Scott Anderson 
Esther Eyl

William Haftka
Floyd "Buddy" Jones

Helen Leebaw
Margot Ormos

Dorothy Parkhurst
Gail Pearlman
Lionel Rycus

Dorothy Bloom Zachar





July 15
Peter Blum  

James Clayton 
Anne Epstein  

Bessie Rittman-Gershen 
Clarence Gladstone  

Dr. Sumner Gochberg 
Annette Shuman Guttell 

Oscar Kahn 
Louis Kositchek

Betty Krohngold 
Harold Kronenberg  

Sam Ledger 
Marvin Lieberman 

Stephanie Meyrowitz 
Ruth Nedelman 

Eve Raden 
S. Gerald Shiovitz 




July 22
Bertha Abeles 
Harmon Bayer 

Nona Ruth Blum 
Alexander Eulenberg 

Herbert Fernholz 
Bernard Friedland 

Elliot Glicksman 
Ruth Eileen Hull 

Orlin "Bob" Lindner 
Julie Eliasohn Luebke 

Paul Rosenberg 
Bertha Shapiro 

Dorothy Caroline Traiger
Ben Wolfe 

Philip Zachar 
 

July 1
Howard Baker

Carol Blann
Lane Brody

Marvin M. Browde
Estelle Danowitz 

Rabbi Alfred E. Friedman
Julius E. Friedman

Leon Friedman
Beatrice Gabin

William V. Greene
Sivia Goldman

Lillian Hack
Samuel Hetch

Richard S. Kositchek
Daniel H. Kruger

Alex Marion
Jack Martin

Trudi Messer
Irving Nedelman
Eva Edith Rubner
Lillian L. Samet
Louis Schwartz

Goldie Schwitzer
Edythe Weinstein
Sidney Woodrow

July 29
Erwin Bloomberg 

Allen Finn 
Helen Fruitman 

Stephanie Rose Gladstone 
Leo Klein 

Lotte Luebke 
Mike Marks 

Jacob Pearlman 
Ruth Pfeifer 

Louis Rosenfeld 
Chaim Rothfeld 
Melvin Rudman 
Philip Schlachter 

Harriet Sigel 
Bertha Silverman 
Sara Smallberg 

Howard Strickland 



Worship Schedule

Congregation Shaarey Zedek
1924 Coolidge Road

East Lansing, MI 48823



Friday, July 1
Outdoor Shabbat Service and Picnic 6:00 p.m.
 
Friday, July 8
SHAAREY ZEDEK LIVE! 7:00 p.m.
 
Saturday, July 9
Conservative Shabbat Morning Service 10 a.m.
presented by Congregation Kehillat Israel at
Shaarey Zedek 
 
Friday, July 15
Shabbat Evening Service 7:00 p.m.
 

Saturday, July 16
Shabbat Morning Service including the Bat
Mitzvah of Susi Greiner 10:30 a.m.
 
Friday, July 22
Shabbat Evening Service 7:00 p.m.
 
Saturday, July 23
Conservative Shabbat Morning Service
including the Bar Mitzvah of Jacob Shapiro,
10:00 a.m.  
 
Friday, July 29
Shabbat Evening Service 7:00 p.m.


