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RABBI BIGMAN’S LETTER
יומא חד הוה אזל באורחא חזייה לההוא גברא דהוה נטע חרובא אמר ליה האי עד כמה שנין טעין אמר
ליה עד שבעין שנין אמר ליה פשיטא לך דחיית שבעין שנין אמר ליה האי ]גברא[ עלמא בחרובא אשכחתיה כי היכי
דשתלי לי אבהתי שתלי נמי לבראי
One day, he [Honi the Circle‐Maker] was walking along the road when he saw a certain man plan ng a carob
tree. Honi said to him: This tree, a er how many years will it bear fruit? The man said to him: It will not
produce fruit un l seventy years have passed. Honi said to him: Is it obvious to you that you will live seven‐
ty years, that you expect to benefit from this tree? He said to him: That man himself found a world full of
carob trees. Just as my ancestors planted for me, I too am plan ng for my descendants. [Ta'anit 23a]

This month, on January 17, we will celebrate what might appear to be one of the most unusual holidays of
the Jewish year: Tu Bishvat, literally "the 15th of (the month of) Shevat," but be er known as the New Year
of the Trees. The Mishnah designates this date as the birthday of the trees. It was important in ancient
days to know how old a tree was in order to observe certain mitzvot (commandments). In the days of the
Temple, thes and oﬀerings were made based upon the new fruit of the trees; fruit gathered from the
previous year's produce could not be used for the current year's oﬀering.
A er the destruc on of the Temple, we found other ways of celebra ng Tu Bishvat. For example, today, like
the man whom Honi encountered, we might plant trees in Israel under the auspices of the Jewish Na onal
Fund or par cipate in a Tu Bishvat seder.
Trees are a symbol of life and, indeed, the Torah itself is called the "Tree of Life." By celebra ng this holiday,
we are connected to Israel, to nature, and to our Torah. Many today see this holiday as sort of a Jewish
Earth Day, a day which reminds us to take care of the environment.
Just as the man whom Honi encountered planted for future genera ons, so too do we con nue to do so
today. One of the ways we do that is by contribu ng to our congrega on which supports our religious
school and by making dona ons to Jewish ins tu ons of higher learning. By shopping in the Sisterhood Gi
Shop or making dona ons to the Joseph and Mable Meites Religious School Fund, the Be e Sue Ri man All
Children Are Special Fund, the Florence Rudman Educa on Fund, and the Shapiro Endowed Religious School
Fund, we plant for future genera ons of our own members. By suppor ng the Sophie Radway Memorial PJ
Library Fund we plant not only for our own members but also young Jewish children across 36 zip codes in
the mid‐Michigan area, sending books of Jewish content to children ages 6 months to 8 years old. Please
help us to help children learn about and be proud of their Judaism, paving the way for future genera ons of
Jews.
As we celebrate Tu Bishvat and we begin this new year of 2022, may each of you be blessed with happiness
and good health!
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SISTERHOOD NEWS
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SYNAGOGUE AND COMMUNITY NEWS
MAZAL TOV to….
Jay Saper, son of Roy Saper and Nell
Kuhnmuench, who was featured in the
November issue of the Detroit Jewish
News. Here is the link to the ar cle.
h ps://
thejewishnews.com/2021/11/17/
through‐art‐wri ng‐and‐teaching‐jay‐
saper‐honors‐his‐jewish‐heritage/
*****************
Susie Kahn Stern, daughter of the late
David and Carrol Kahn, who lit the fourth
candle on the menorah at the White
House Chanukah celebra on on
December 2.
********************
Halie Soifer, daughter of Sandy and the
late Howard Soifer and current CEO of
the Jewish Democra c Council of
America, was also in a endance. Both of
these women grew up at Congrega on
Shaarey Zedek.
********************
Heather Abramson Krasna, daughter of
Janet and the late Paul Abramson, was
awarded the PhD in Public Health from
Maastricht University, The Netherlands
on December 15.
*******************

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP
The Parkinson’s Support Group meets at
Shaarey Zedek on the second Tuesday
of each month at 1:00 p.m. There are
group discussions for pa ents and for
caregivers.
We would welcome other
support groups to meet here at Shaarey
Zedek. Please contact Pa y Warshaw at
351‐3570 ex. 1 if your group is interest‐
ed.

Crea ng Confident Caregivers is a
6‐week interac ve class designed for
caregivers of those with demen a. The
class focuses on demen a and demen a
specific‐related informa on, skills, and
a tudes to manage stress and become a
confident caregiver. Person with demen‐
a must be community dwelling (cannot
live in a facility providing 24‐hour care).
Where: Online via Zoom
When: Wednesdays, January 19
– February 23, 2022 from 2:00 –
4:00 pm on Zoom
Free of change
To register: Call Tri‐County Oﬃce on
Aging at 517‐887‐1465 or e‐mail
Chris ne at histedc@tcoa.org

Adam Seyburn, who became co‐owner
of The Peanut Shop in downtown
Lansing on December 7.

PRAYERS OF HEALING
Prayers of healing are sent to….
Elaine Pearlman, Jerry Weiss, John Craig,
Arlene Kessler, Mike Bishop, Joanne
Gilbert, Anita Baron, Alan Zoho ,
Royalyn Vert, Celia Guro, Igor Guro,
Aviva Panush, Jane Finn, John Eulenberg,
Winnie Rome, Amanda Seyburn

It is our custom to read the names of
those in need of healing at our Friday
evening and Saturday morning Shabbat
services. If you would like the name of a
loved one read at services, please
contact the synagogue oﬃce by noon on
Friday. Please note: In order to keep
our list current, a new list will be started
each month. Thank you.

********************
Ma Grossmann and Sarah Reckhow,
who are opening “Hooked, a bookstore,
coﬀee shop/wine bar in the East
Lansing/Lansing area in April.

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Beatrice Linder
2700 Burcham Dr., Apt 530
East Lansing, MI 48823

SHAAREY ZEDEK OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Closed
Tuesday‐Friday 9:00 a.m.‐ 3:00 p.m
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If you shop at Kroger, you probably have
a Kroger Plus card. Not only can it save
you money on your purchases, but can
help our synagogue, too! Simply log on
to: www.krogercommunityrewards.com
to sign up. You will need your Plus card
and our congrega on's code— 84431.
A percentage of your purchases will be
donated to Shaarey Zedek‐at no cost to
you. Thank you for your support.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

JEWISH & NEW-ISH: A SUPPORTIVE ONLINE SPACE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY (0-5
YEARS) CONVERTED TO JUDAISM

Have you converted to Judaism in the past five years? Join an online gathering where you can make
connec ons, process your experiences, and learn with others in this safe space oﬀered through a Reform
Jewish lens. Ask ques ons without fear, share triumphs and challenges in a nurturing environment, and
con nue to explore your journey with Judaism in a community of care.
We recognize that the experiences of those who convert to Judaism are by no means monolithic (and many
choose other language to describe themselves, preferring Jew by Choice, or preferring not to label them‐
selves at all). We welcome and aﬃrm people from a wide range of backgrounds including Jews of Color,
people with disabili es, members of the LGBTQIA+ community, and people from other marginalized com‐
muni es.
Facilitated by Sue Bojdak (she/her) and Yanira Quiñones (she/her). Live cap oning and/or ASL interpreta‐
on available with 2 weeks advance request. CONTACT LEARNING@URJ.ORG FOR REGISTRATION
INFORMATION. Thursdays, December 9, January 13, February 10, 8‐9 PM ET; Plan to a end 1, 2 or all 3 free
sessions.

Welcome the Stranger: An Interfaith Service of Song and Story
Please join Rabbi Bigman as The Interfaith Clergy Associa on of Greater Lansing will revive its annual
interfaith service on Monday, February 7, at 7:00 p.m., at The Peoples Church.
The theme of the service is "Welcome the Stranger." We will oﬀer scriptures and songs from many faiths
that emphasize the importance of welcoming and tending to newcomers in our midst. Members of the
recently arrived Afghan community will share stories of faith, and Judi Harris, director of Refugee Services
for St. Vincent Catholic Chari es, will share updates about the return of refugees to our area.
All are welcome to gather as a community of many diﬀerent faiths, but one single community of friendship
and mutual respect. You can a end in person, or watch the livestream at h ps:// nyurl.com/yc4udz9f
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Commentary Worship Schedule

1924 Coolidge Road
East Lansing, Michigan 48823
www.ShaareyZedek.com

JANUARY 2022
Friday, January 7
Shabbat Evening Service 7:00 p.m.
Friday, January 14
SHAAREY ZEDEK LIVE 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, January 15
Shabbat Morning Programming (see adjoining
column)
Friday, January 21
Shabbat Evening Service 7:00 p.m.
Friday, January 28
Shabbat Evening Service 7:00 p.m.

We are really excited to celebrate Shabbat with
you on Saturday, January 15. Please join us.
9:00‐9:30 a.m. Torah discussion (sanctuary)
9:30‐11:00 a.m. Conserva ve worship
(sanctuary)
10:30‐11:00 a.m. Tot Program (Davis Family
Social Hall)
11:00‐11:30 a.m. Nosh (Davis Family Social Hall)
11:30‐11:45 a.m. Tot Shabbat
worship (sanctuary)
Please RSVP to Karen Weinstein at
wrenky@aol.com if you will be a ending our Tot
Shabbat program.

