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Commentary 

RABBI BIGMAN’S  LETTER 

 
SHAAREY ZEDEK HELPS LOCAL AFGHAN NEWCOMERS 

 
 

Excerpted from my October 15 sermon: 
 
Imagine living in a situation that is dangerous, where your life is in danger, or where you are not  
welcome due to your religion, gender identification, lifestyle, or other perceived difference.  (For 
some of us, that's not something we have to imagine; it is part of our daily life.)  Imagine if you were 
able to leave that living situation and move to a place that is foreign to you; imagine if you had to 
leave your homeland quickly.  What would you do? 
 
[In the Book of Genesis], Abram is told by God to "Go forth from your native land and from your 
[parents'] house to the land that I will show you." [12:1]  Abram thus starts on his journey from his 
homeland to Canaan, the land to which God directed him...   
 
Imagine if you have to leave where you live, not by God's command, but because of a situation 
where you are in danger for some reason, a situation where you have to flee to a place that you 
don't know.  Newcomers have been fleeing their homelands and moving elsewhere throughout the    
ages.  We know what this is like:  We have had to leave our homelands and move to Israel, the  
United States, Canada, or elsewhere that is safe for us to live as Jews... 
 
People of different religions, nationalities, gender identities, and more have had to leave their homes 
to go where it is safer.  We see that same thing happening now with those leaving Afghanistan,      
especially those Afghans who helped our military during its twenty-year presence in Afghanistan, 
those who would be tortured or killed by the Taliban for their roles in the war, and those whom the 
Taliban deem dangerous or otherwise inappropriate for living life as they understand their religion to 
state. 
 
[On October 10] we hosted a speaker from St. Vincent Refugee Services, one of five resettlement 
agencies in the state of Michigan who are working with Afghan newcomers.  Over 300 are being  
resettled in Lansing and are in need of much help...  A list of items that they need has been sent to 
our e-mail list...  Also, monetary donations are greatly needed:  It costs about $2,000 per month to 
help an    Afghan family get resettled.  Please join me in making a donation to St. Vincent either via 
check or on their website.  Please note that your donation is for the Afghan newcomers and mark 
that you are a member or friend of Shaarey Zedek when you make your donation. 
 
...Just as Abram had to go forth from his native land, just as our ancestors throughout history had to 
leave their homes to pursue safe living conditions, so, too, have these Afghan newcomers had to 
leave all that they have known to come here.  We know what it's like to be strangers in a new land.  
Let us do our part to help our new neighbors settle into a new country! 

 
St. Vincent Catholic Charities 

Refugee Services 
2800 W. Willow St. 
Lansing, MI 48917 

323-4734 
stvcc.org 
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GLOBAL	DAY	OF	JEWISH	LEARNING	



 

 

4      November 2021 Cheshvan‐Kislev 5782 Commentary 

SISTERHOOD	
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SISTERHOOD	
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MAZAL TOV  to…. 
 

Phoebe Elder, daughter of Carey and 
Todd Elder, who was accepted into her 
school’s Junior NaƟonal Honor Society 
and elected as class president this school 
year.  

Dr. ChrisƟna DeJong, who has received 
the American Society of Criminology 
Teaching Award at Michigan State                  
University.   

NEW MEMBERS 

Sarah Percival 
2610 MarfiƩ Road, Apt .19 
East Lansing, MI 48823 
608‐698‐8993 
perciva9@msu.edu       
 
Wendy Kahn 
5207 BalƟmore Ave 
Bethesda, MD 20816     
240‐298‐2702 cell 
301‐657‐8675 home 
wlkahn44@gmail.com 
 

DIRECTORY UPDATES        
Ken Rudman 
3951 NW 58th Place 
Boca Raton, FL 33496 
 

Work has begun for the 2022 Sisterhood/
Shaarey Zedek directory.  Please send all 
updates and changes to Marilyn Ruben at 
mjruben@aol.com.  Also, if you would 
like to adverƟse in the directory, contact 
Marilyn as well.  Thank you.   

PRAYERS OF HEALING 

Prayers of healing are sent to….                             
Anita Baron, Alan ZohoƩ, Royalyn Vert,  
Celia Guro, Igor Guro, Aviva Panush, Jane 
Finn, Cathy Gorwitz , Winnie Rome, John                                
Eulenberg, Judy Walker, Amanda                                    
Seyburn 

It is our custom to read the names of 
those in need of healing at our Friday 
evening and Saturday morning Shabbat 
services.  If you would like the name of a 
loved one read at services, please                        
contact the synagogue office by noon on 
Friday.  Thank you! 

 

SHOP KROGER 
 
If you shop at Kroger, you probably have 
a Kroger Plus card. Not only can it save 
you money on your purchases, but can 
help our synagogue, too!  Simply log  on 
to: www.krogercommunityrewards.com  
to sign up.  You will need your Plus card 
and our  congregaƟon's code— 84431.    
A percentage of your purchases will be 
donated to Shaarey Zedek‐at no cost to 
you. Thank you for your support. 
	

.   

 

 

 

SHAAREY ZEDEK OFFICE 
HOURS 
 

Monday—Closed 
Tuesday‐Friday 9:00 a.m.‐                  
3:00 p.m.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 NOVEMBER  
1.  Rabbi Amy Bigman, Cidney Nicholson,  
     ChrisƟne Pikstein 
4.  Jeff Green, Alex Spivak,   
     Mary Lou Warnke  
5. Juliana Cohen, Jerry Weiss  
6. David Richmond 
7. Monica Resnick, Sue Safir 
8.  Daphne Elder, Judy Nolish 
9.  Judy Friedlis, Jill Rycus  
11.Todd Cohan 
13.Randy Israel, Elaine Pearlman  
14. Laura Lund 
15. Natalia Feinberg 
16. Marcia Eulenberg 
17. Audrey Jodoin  
20. Ira Gabin, Sandy Soifer, Carol                   

Horowitz 
21. Jack Behar 
23. Stefan Gliebermann, Jessica Sender, 
 Judy Walker, Harvey Zuckerberg 
24.  Tina Oxer, Jennifer Roberts 
25. Ken Bardach  
26. Leon Schafer 
27. Anita Mitchell 
29. Vicki Neiberg  
30. Nora Pasman‐Green  
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

7. Brian and Courtney Vincent 

11. Lee and Nancy Kronenberg  

22. Deborah Gouin and Wilbert Hines 

28. Chuck and Regan Johnson 

 

 

SYNAGOGUE NEWS                                                        MILESTONES  
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In November, I will become a Bat 
Mitzvah at the CongregaƟon of 
Shaarey Zedek. As part of my mitzvah 
preparaƟon, I am doing a service  
project to help people in my commu‐
nity. The project I have chosen is to 
collect new socks to donate to home‐
less shelters. My goal is to collect at 
least 150 pairs of socks by November.  

The reason I have chosen to collect 
socks, as opposed to shirts or pants, 
is because socks are among the top 
items requested by homeless                        
shelters. Socks also are needed by 
the children, men, and women using 
the homeless shelter to help meet 
basic needs.   

If you know me, you know I love con‐
sidering liƩle things that most people 
don’t ever consider. Since most                  
people don’t think to donate socks to 
homeless shelters, there are usually 
shortages of them.  I don’t know 
about you, but socks are a nice thing 
to have, and I think everyone                     
deserves them!  

Please consider donaƟng new socks 
to help serve our Michigan communi‐
ty.  

Here are some suggesƟons for how 
to help: 

·        Purchase new socks and send 
them to me at: 

Natalia Feinberg 
1963 Groton Way  
East Lansing, MI 48823 

 

 
·        Purchase new socks and ask 
me to come pick them up (pick‐up in 
the Greater Lansing area only 
please). Pick‐ups can be arranged 
with my Mom (Kelly) by calling/              
texƟng 862‐8038 or emailing her at 
Kelly.feinberg@gmail.com 

·        Drop socks off in the 
plasƟc tub at CongregaƟon 
Shaarey Zedek 
 
·        Send me a donaƟon 
made out to “Jewish Family 
Services of Metro Detroit,” 
and I will ensure your                         
donaƟon is delivered along 
with the socks I have                           
collected.  

Thank you for your consideraƟon! 
Even one pair of socks will help 
someone in need.  

Sincerely  

Natalia G Feinberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello, my name is Ephram                             
Rosenberg. I am doing something 
called a mitzvah project for my up‐
coming Bar Mitzvah. A Bar Mitzvah is 
a Jewish ceremony that marks me 
becoming a mature member of the 
Jewish community. Mitzvot are good 
deeds.  

Reading is special to me because it 
transports me to another world                    
created by my imaginaƟon. That is 
why I have decided that as my                 
mitzvah, I would like to raise funds 
for underprivileged kids to obtain 
books through ScholasƟc. Through‐
out the enƟre school year, it is my 
goal that this campaign should pro‐
vide a book a month for each child at 
the Kid Time Child Development Cen‐
ter in Lansing, MI. The kids in this 
center are 3‐5 years of age and come 
from low income families that don't 
have enough money to buy books. 
Please help me raise funds for these 
kids so that they will get to explore 
reading just like me. Thank you for 
your support of my mitzvah project, 
Ephram  

https://
shop.scholastic.com/
viewCampaign?
lang=en_US&campaignId=f31
ee9b1-ff66-48e4-9bda-
6319101e6b82&fbclid=IwAR3
yj6oEPUWd7inaE_OWUUuukb17
xVwi1KEzg1NYGydego6E0TNoG
ykP5UM 

 

       B’NEI MITZVAH PROJECTS    
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CongregaƟon Shaarey Zedek is grateful 
for your generous contribuƟons to our 
designated funds.  These funds enable 
the congregaƟon to offer services and 
programs that would not otherwise be 
available.  While donaƟons of any 
amount are most welcome, due to rising 
costs, a minimum donaƟon of $18 will be 
required in order to receive a lisƟng in 
the “Commentary” and acknowledgment 
to the recipient.  This policy applies to 
the : 
•     JeaneƩe Abeles Scholar‐In‐Residence 
 Fund 
 BeƩe Sue RiƩman All Children Are           
 Special Fund 
 Bernard Friedland EducaƟonal Fund   
 Bubbe Lynn Rycus BeauƟficaƟon 
 Fund  
 Building Fund 
 David and Carrol Kahn Cultural Fund 
 Henry Fine and AnneƩe Fine Burke 
 Library Fund 
 Joseph & JeanneƩe Lutvak Fund 
 Jerry Cohen Photography Fund 
 Joseph and Mable Meites Religious 
 School Fund 
 JusƟn and Esther Morrison Fund 
 Landscape Fund 
 Prayer Book Fund 
 Rabbi’s DiscreƟonary Fund 
 Robert Goodman Music Fund 
 Cantor Pamela Schiffer Caring  
 Community Fund 
 Rabbi Morton and Aviva Hoffman 

Tzedakah Fund 
 Sophie Radway Memorial PJ Library 

Fund 
Also included are these endowed funds. 
Please make separate checks payable to 
these funds. 

 Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund 
●     Maureen Gladstone Flower and                         
  Social Engagement Fund 
 Ruth E. Rome Endowed Music Fund 
 Florence Rudman  EducaƟon Fund 
 Shapiro Endowed Religious School 

Fund 
 CSZ Endowment Fund 
 Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND      

In memory of Carrol Kahn  
 The Kahn Family 

BUBBE LYNN RYCUS BEAUTIFICATION 
FUND         
In memory of Morris Altman 
 Marlene and Burt Altman 

JUSTIN AND ESTHER MORRISON FUND  

In honor of my great‐granddaughter                        
Talia Glass becoming Bat Mitzvah                       
Happy Birthday to:  
 Rabbi Bigman  
 Jerry Weiss  
 Linda Searles  
 Carol Horowitz  
 Talia Glass  
  Esther Morrison                                    
In honor of Talia Glass becoming Bat 
Mitzvah    
 Amy Morrison and Jason  
 Morrison 

SOPHIE RADWAY PJ LIBRARY FUND                         
In memory of Sylvia MarƟn 
 Marlene and Burt Altman                   

ROBERT GOODMAN MUSIC FUND                          
In memory of Sanford Izenson 
 Robert Izenson and Gwynne 
 Osaki 

TZEDAKAH FUND 
A generous donaƟon was received from 
Miriam Andrews 

 
GENERAL FUND 
A generous donaƟon was received from 
MaƩhew Aldridge 
A generous donaƟon was received from 
Lawrence Rosenfeld 
In memory of:   
 Allen Silver  
 Esther Sirlin 
A happy, healthy new year for everyone!
 Shoshie Levine 
 
JOSEPH AND MABLE MEITES                        
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
A generous donaƟon was received by 
Gretchen Smith                                                        
In honor of Aviva Panush  
 Marc Speiser 

RABBI MORTON AND AVIVA                              
HOFFMAN TZEDAKAH FUND 
In memory of my father, Rabbi Morton 
Hoffman    
 Dalia Hoffman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shoshana BenneƩ, daughter of                
Nancy BenneƩ and Mark  BenneƩ 
and sister of Sloane, will be called to 
the Torah on Shabbat morning,                
November 6, at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Shoshana is an eighth grade             
student at Chippewa Middle School in 
Okemos. For her  mitzvah project, 
Shoshana  volunteered with the               
Capital  Area Humane Society and                   
enjoyed spending hours at the shelter 
as well as helping with the recent 
“Walk for the Animals” event.   
 
The BenneƩ family invites the                
congregaƟonal family to share in 
their simcha.  
****************************** 

Natalia Feinberg, daughter of Kelly 
and Daniel Feinberg, will be called to 
the  Torah on Shabbat morning,                  
November 20, at 9:30 a.m. 

Natalia is an eighth grade student at 
Chippewa Middle School in the              
Montessori program. For her mitzvah 
project, Natalia is collecƟng socks for 
Jewish  Family Service of Metro               
Detroit. Socks are the most requested 
clothing items in shelters, and essen‐
Ɵal clothing items for Michigan                       
residents during the autumn and    
winter months. 

The Feinberg family invites the      
congregaƟonal family to share in 
their simcha.  

 

          GIFTS, HONORS AND MEMORIALS   SIMCHAS 
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YAHRTZEITS 

November  5 
Marilyn Balan 
Rose Carp 
Jerome Cherin 
JeaneƩe Clayton 
Jacob Gabin 
Helen Goodman 
Stanley Leebaw 
David Metcalf 
Dr. Herb Rudman 
 

November 12 
JeaneƩe Bardach 
Alan Cohen 
David Mark Eulenberg 
YeƩa Morgenstein Fields 
Harry Harris 
Jacob Harvith 
Phyllis Hendrick 
Anne Bloom Kaplowitz 
Alice I. Lawitzke 
Helen Lewenhof 
Israel Margolis 
Carl Perelman 
David Shafer 
Esther Shapiro 
Freda Kaplowitz Shapiro 
BeƩy White 
Sylvia Woodrow 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 19 
Harry Berman 
Pauline Craig 
Linda Burch‐Fisher 
Cora Friedlis 
Alex Friedman 
Rose Gladstone 
Miriam Greenberg 
Herbert S. HaƩner 
Keith Hopkins 
Rena Kositchek 
Joseph Levine 
Irving Panush 
Roland Parkhurst 
Louis Sernick 
Harry Silverman 
Sondra Taub 
Irwin Leo Carl Tessmer 
 
November 27 

Belle Behrmann                                          
Sherwood Berman                                   
Gerald Danowitz                                 
Rosalie Eliasohn                                                 
Gretl Frank                                                    
BeƩy Klein                      
Elizabeth Kotzin                                                  
MarƟn Landay                                                
Werner H. Luebke                                            
Judith Pollyea                                                  
Merrill Pollyea                                             
Margaret Robinson                                            
Hyman Shooman                                        
Arnold TraƩler                                               
Trudy Wilensky 

 

 

MEMORIAL BOARD 

PLAQUES 

Memorialize your loved one and 

honor their name with a plaque in 

the Shaarey Zedek sanctuary.   

Please contact PaƩy Warshaw in 

the Shaarey Zedek office for 

further informaƟon.    

 

If your loved one’s yahrtzeit is not listed 

here, please let us know.  You may send 

your loved ones’ names and dates of 

death to  PaƩy Warshaw at                                          

execuƟve@shaareyzedek.com. 

Thank you 

                              REMEMBRANCES     
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Shaarey	Zedek	Caring	Community	Program	

	
                     

Shaarey Zedek has LifeLights pamphlets available in the lobby for congregants and visitors.  LifeLights are inspiraƟonal, informa‐
Ɵonal booklets about challenges to our emoƟonal and spiritual lives and how to deal with them. Each LifeLight is wriƩen by a wise 
and caring soul, someone you probably know or know about, someone who knows the inner territory of grief, doubt, confusion 
and longing. Each addresses the reader from a uniquely Jewish spiritual perspecƟve.   
 

Each LifeLight contains uniquely Jewish comfort, advice, and addiƟonal resources for help. In addiƟon to  providing wise words to 
light a difficult path, every booklet offers suggesƟons for further reading, and many list  organizaƟons—Jewish and secular—that 
can provide further help along with informaƟon on how to contact them.  We will have 25 topics on hand.  Here are five exam‐
ples:  “Facing and Recovering from Surgery,” “Finding a Way to Forgive,” “Talking to Your Children About God,” “Taking the Time 
You Need to Mourn Your Loss,” and “Jewish MeditaƟon: How to Begin Your PracƟce.” 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Greater Lansing Jewish FederaƟon Awards Night and Campaign Kickoff 
 

Sunday evening, November 7th, at 8:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 

The hour long event will be interspersed with awards, recogniƟon and entertainment. 
 

 
LifeƟme Pinnacle Award‐to MarƟn and Elaine Pearlman, for their years of generosity and Elaine’s 
work as a former President of GLJF 
 
Lifelong Giving Award‐to Esther Morrison, who has been giving to FederaƟon since the 1940’s. 
 
CreaƟve Outreach Award‐to Stan and Toba Kaplowitz, who brought Project Rozana to the aƩen‐
Ɵon of GLJF and for years of generous contribuƟons and Stan’s long work as an officer.  
 
This year, in honor of Susan Davis and in memory of Jack Davis, a porƟon of the Greater Lansing 
FederaƟon Campaign will be donated to at‐risk children in the Lunch and Learn Program in Dimo‐
na, Israel, which Jack was instrumental in bringing  to our aƩenƟon and support. 
 
There will be no charge for the event. Stay tuned for registraƟon details. For quesƟons or com‐
ments, please email lansingjewishfederaƟon@gmail.com. 

 

JEWISH & NEW‐ISH:  A SUPPORTIVE ONLINE SPACE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY                
(0‐5 YEARS) CONVERTED TO JUDAISM 

Have you converted to Judaism in the past five years? Join an online gathering where you can 
make connections, process your experiences, and learn with others in this safe space offered 
through a Reform Jewish lens. Ask questions without fear, share triumphs and challenges in a 
nurturing environment, and continue to explore your journey with Judaism in a community of 
care.  

We recognize that the experiences of those who convert to Judaism are by no means monolithic 
(and many choose other language to describe themselves, preferring Jew by Choice, or prefer-
ring not to label themselves at all). We welcome and affirm people from a wide range of back-
grounds including Jews of Color, people with disabilities, members of the LGBTQIA+ community, 
and people from other marginalized communities. 

Facilitated by Sue Bojdak (she/her) and Yanira Quiñones (she/her). Live captioning and/or ASL 
interpretation available with 2 weeks advance request. CONTACT LEARNING@URJ.ORG FOR 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION. 
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  ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITES   

The links can all be found here:   
 
hƩps://docs.google.com/document/d/1‐MHznH6uHAdUs4zWrAGVQ9Vjii‐BLVozLdZL1gFwjjk/edit?usp=sharing 
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Shabbat Evening Service 7:00 p.m.      

     
Saturday, November 6 
Reform Shabbat Morning Service including 
the Bat Mitzvah of Shoshana BenneƩ                      
10:30 a.m. 

 

Friday, November 12                                                       
Shaarey Zedek Live! Shabbat Service                         
7:00 p.m.  
 
 

Friday, November 19                                                         
Shabbat Evening Service 7:00 p.m.  
 
Saturday, November 20 
ConservaƟve Shabbat Morning Service                         
including the Bat Mitzvah of Natalia Feinberg  
9:30 a.m. 
 
 

Friday, November 26                                                           
Shabbat Evening Service 7:00 p.m.  
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