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      THANKSGIVING PRAYER     
  By Rabbi Naomi Levy 

                           For the laughter of the children, 

              For my own life breath, 

For the abundance of food on this table, 

For the ones who prepared this sumptuous feast, 

For the roof over our heads, 

The clothes on our backs, 

For our health, 

And our wealth of blessings, 

For this opportunity to celebrate with family and friends, 

For the freedom to pray these words 

Without fear, 

In any language, 

In any faith, 

                                              In this great country, 

                                  Whose landscape is as vast and beauƟful as her inhabitants. 

  Thank You, God, for giving us all these.  Amen. 
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RABBI BIGMAN’S  LETTER 

For many years it was my custom to share with you books I have read and/or have been added to the tem‐
ple's library in preparaƟon for Jewish Book Month.  I have been remiss the past few years, but wanted to 
bring back the custom this year. 
 

Jewish Book Month was established by the Jewish Book Council "to promote the reading, wriƟng and pub‐
lishing of quality English language books of Jewish content in North America."  Jewish Book Month occurs 
annually during the month prior to Chanukah (25 Cheshvan ‐ 25 Kislev).  This year that coincides with the 
secular dates November 12 ‐ December 10. 
 

The books below have all been provided by the generous donors to the Henry Fine and AnneƩe Fine Burke 
Library Fund.  Since the temple building has been closed due to the global health situaƟon, the books listed 
are currently "residing" in my home.  If you are interested in checking out any of them, please let me know 
and I will make arrangements to get the book(s) to you. 
 

Children's Books 
 
The Purim Superhero by Elisabeth Kushner 

The story of a boy who doesn't want to dress like a superhero for Purim as do the other boys in his class. 
Roller‐Coaster Grandma by Dr. Ruth Westheimer and Pierre Lehu 

A graphic novel of the life of Dr. Ruth Westheimer, from being a Holocaust survivor to an Israeli soldier to 
a therapist and radio personality. 

MarƟn & Anne:  The Kindred Spirits of Dr. MarƟn Luther King, Jr. and Anne Frank by Nancy Churnin 
The stories and lessons of the lives of two people, born in the same year, who lived across the ocean from 
each other. 

A Moon for Moe and Mo by Jane Breskin Zalben 
The story of Moses Feldman (Moe) and Mohammed Hassan (Mo) who live at opposite ends of Flatbush 
Avenue in Brooklyn.  They meet while their mothers are shopping for Rosh HaShanah and Ramadan,                
respecƟvely. 

The Adventures of Hershel of Ostropol by Eric A. Kimmel 
An anthology of stories about Hershel and how his cleverness helps him through life. 

The Flower Girl Wore Celery by Meryl G. Gordon 
Emma is invited to be the flower girl at her aunt's wedding:  Is she really going to wear a dress made of 
celery?  Is she really going to walk down the aisle next to the "ring bear"?  Isn't the "bear" scary? 

AdopƟng Ahava by Jennifer Byrne 
Jonathan is an adopted child; for his birthday present, his mothers take him to the local animal shelter to 
adopt a pet. 

It's Too Crowded in Here! and Other Jewish Folktales by Behrman House Publishing 
Eight folktales, based upon Torah and Talmud stories, are re‐told for young children in this book.  Each 
tale is followed by a page of resources for parents to discuss the Jewish value taught in each folktale. 
 

Young Adult Book 
 
Color Me In by Natasha Diaz 

Inspired by the author's life, the main character, Nevaeh, feels invisible in both the Black and Jewish com‐
muniƟes of which she is a part given her parentage.                   

          ConƟnued on next page 
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BOOKS, BOOKS, AND BYOB  

Adult Books 
 
Black, White & Jewish:  Autobiography of a ShiŌing Self by Rebecca Walker 

The author is the daughter of author Alice Walker and lawyer Mel Leventhal who went between the 
Black world of her mother and the Jewish world of her father following her parents' divorce. 

The Color of Love:  A Story of a Mixed‐Race Jewish Girl by Marra B. Gad 
The story of the biological daughter of a white Jewish woman and a Black man who was adopted by a 
Jewish family in Chicago who is mistreated by family members and ends up becoming the primary care‐
giver of one who had treated her poorly throughout her life. 

Ariel Samson:  Freelance Rabbi by MaNishtana 
A semi‐autobiographical novel about Ariel Samson:  a twenty‐something black Orthodox rabbi  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
    SISTERHOOD— BRING YOUR OWN BOOK CLUB 

 
Save the date of December 6 at 2:00 p.m. for our BYOB Zoom meeƟng.  A registraƟon link will 

be sent closer to the date.  In the meanƟme, keep reading!! 
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SISTERHOOD	

CENTRAL DISTRICT WRJ  

VIRTUAL GATHERING 

Sisterhood members 
are invited to attend 
the Central District 
WRJ Virtual Gathering 
on Nov. 6-8. The theme 
for 2020 is “Magic	
Happens	When		
Women	Build																	
Community.”  

The gathering is free, 
but registration is               
required.  

Please visit: https://

wrjcentral.wufoo.com/

forms/

z813xcq0cl6jmp/ to 

register.  

THANK YOU FOR MAKING DONOR A SUCCESS! 

On October 25, Sisterhood held a virtual musical Donor event. 
While we missed seeing our community in person—the event 
was a huge success! Thank you to all of our donors, and                      
attendees; your participation was greatly appreciated. 

During the afternoon, we were treated to the delightful voices 
of Dr.	Christina	DeJong,	Susi	Greiner, and Cantor	Emerita													
Pamela	Schiffer. The event also featured a lovely piece by Jan	
White, and a message from Susan Singer, West Michigan Area 
Director, Women for Reform Judaism Central District. Special 
thanks go to Karen	Weinstein	and Roslyn	Covey	for                        
planning the virtual Donor event this year. 

The money raised will support core Sisterhood commit-
ments—including providing funds to the Congregation Shaar-
ey Zedek Religious School to make learning affordable for all 
families.  

MAY HER MEMORY BE A BLESSING 

Our Sisterhood community lost a wonderful human being   
when Carrol	Kahn	passed away. In a coming event, we hope 
to share stories of Carrol—so her memory can continue to be 
a blessing. If you have a story to contribute, please contact 
Kelly Feinberg at kelly.feinberg@gmail.com.  

SPECIAL THANKS TO MICHAL EIDIN 

Thank you to Michal Eidin, who designed the 2020-2021   
Congregation Shaarey Zedek Directory.  
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GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING	

November 2020 Cheshvan‐Kislev 5781 

November 8  Via Zoom 

10:00‐11:00 a.m.  Adult EducaƟon:  An opportunity to learn with Kehillat Israel's new rabbi,  

 Rabbi Dr. MaƩhew Kaufman, and Shaarey Zedek's own Rabbi Amy Bigman 

11:00 a.m.‐12:00 noon  Combined Kehillat Israel/Shaarey Zedek Religious School 

12:15 p.m.—1:00 p.m.  Tichon (High School) 

Zoom registraƟon informaƟon will be sent later.  RegistraƟon will be due by November 6 at noon.  
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 EXCLUSIVE	INTERVIEW	WITH	ANAT	HOFFMAN	

 

Please contact Rabbi Bigman at rabbibigman@shaareyzedek.com by noon on Friday,                 
November 13 for the Zoom link registraƟon.  

AŌer registering, you will receive a confirmaƟon email containing informaƟon about                  
joining the meeƟng. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Chanukiah LighƟng  

The Greater Lansing Jewish 
FederaƟon is sponsoring an                   
outdoor Chanukah celebra‐
Ɵon for the enƟre Jewish 
community, Sunday,                       
December 13, 4:00 p.m.            
Details to follow.   

MSU JEWISH STUDIES /SERLING 

INSTITUTE  NOVEMBER EVENTS 

Yiddish Children’s Literature and the Jewish 

TwenƟeth Century: A ConversaƟon 

Thursday, November 5th, at 7:00 p.m. 

Miriam Udel will be discussing her book,                   

Honey on the Page: A Treasury of Yiddish              

Children’s Literature, that was just published 

in October 2020. The book is her ediƟon and  

translaƟon of Yiddish Children’s Literature.  

Jewish JusƟces of the Supreme Court 

Tuesday, November 10th, at 7:00 p.m. 

Dr. David Dalin will discuss his book Jewish 

JusƟces of the Supreme Court, from Brandeis 

to Kagan, which was selected as a finalist for 

the 2017 NaƟonal Jewish Book Award. The 

talk examines the lives, legal careers, and Jew‐

ish legacies of the eight Jews who have served 

or who currently serve as jusƟces of the U.S. 

Supreme Court: Louis D. Brandeis, Benjamin 

Cardozo, Felix Frankfurter, Arthur Goldberg, 

Abe Fortas, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen G. 

Breyer, and Elena Kagan.  

Virtual Screening of “Shared Legacies: The                 

African American‐ Jewish Civil Rights Alli‐

ance” followed by panel discussion with 

members of the Congressional Black‐Jewish 

Caucus   

 Date and Time TBA for November 

WOMEN’S POWER  

Book Discussion with Melissa Klapper and 

with Lori Harrison‐Kahan 

Thursday, November 19th, at 3:00 p.m. 

This discussion is part of  a conference spon‐

sored by the Center for Gender in Global Con‐

text enƟtled “Gender, Women’s Suffrage, and 

PoliƟcal Power: Past, Present, and Future.” 

Links will be sent in our weekly announcements or 

go to jsp.msu.edu for more informaƟon.   


